Use of excimer laser in the treatment of chronic total occlusion of a coronary artery that cannot be crossed with a balloon catheter.
The inability to advance a balloon across a chronically occluded coronary artery that has been crossed with a guidewire occurs in 5% of patients with chronic occlusions. In this report, a new indication for the excimer laser is described: the recanalization of a chronic occlusion that has been crossed with a guidewire that cannot be crossed with a balloon catheter.